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Nick Berray of Great
Falls, a member of the

Scholastic Kids Press
Corps, poses with

award-winning local
author Laura Elliott
while he interviews
her for a story. Re-

cently, Nick and other
Scholastic reporters
have been covering

local reactions to the
crisis in Haiti.
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By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

L
ike many other reporters
around the world, after
Jan. 12, Nick Berray of
Great Falls and Jonas

Hosmer of Potomac, Md. suddenly
found their attention turned to the
island nation of Haiti, where a vio-
lent earthquake had devastated
much of the country.

What set Berray and Hosmer
apart from the mainstream press,
though, was that they are in sixth
and fifth grade, respectively.

On the Friday after the quake,
Scholastic Kids Press Corps editor
Suzanne Freeman contacted most
of the 54 members of her reporting team, instruct-
ing them to find out how people in their areas were
helping the struggling country. She asked them to
look for people who had come from Haiti or had fam-
ily there. “I said, ‘Go do it and have it in by Monday
morning,’” Freeman said, adding that she had ex-
pected to receive seven or eight stories. On Monday,
she found 20 stories in her inbox. “They really came
back with, ‘Here’s what kids are doing and here’s
how kids can make a difference,’” she said.

Nick, who attends sixth grade at the Potomac
School in McLean, immediately got in touch with
Save the Children, an organization that had been
working in Haiti for decades. “They had just jumped
into action,” he said. He came away not only with
information on what the organization was doing to
help quake victims but also with more general tips
on how people could offer assistance and how to
decide which charities to support. “Because, of
course, some people might take advantage of a lot
of people just trying to donate and send their money
there,” he said.

His story also let readers know that cash dona-
tions were preferable to contributions of supplies,
as aid providers could avoid shipping costs and
strengthen the island’s economy by purchasing sup-
plies in Haiti and the neighboring Dominican Repub-
lic.

Nick said he hoped his story would inspire more
people to get involved in Haiti’s recovery.

IN ANOTHER STORY, he reported on the efforts
of Virginia’s Task Force 1, the team of Fairfax County
fire, rescue and emergency personnel that deployed
to Haiti shortly after the quake. “That actually was
really fun. I talked to a really nice lady,” Nick said,
referring to Bonnie Tobalske, firefighter, paramedic
and rescue specialist for the task force. “She was
extremely generous with her time.” He said he had
been especially impressed with the fact that Tobalske
crawled through ditches performing emergency res-
cues but also was a grandmother.

Now that the task force has returned, he said he
might do a follow-up story, although he had not yet
received his next assignment.

Meanwhile, Jonas, who is in fifth grade at the Bullis

School, headed to the Haitian Embassy, where he
found that the streets had been closed down to make
room for all the donations that were piling in. There,
he interviewed volunteers for the National Organi-
zation for the Advancement of Haitians (NOAH), who
were staging a survival kit drive, as well as Miss Car-
ibbean Metro USA, Chardelle Moore.

For the same story, he also interviewed two mem-
bers of his school’s staff who had family in Haiti. “It
was kind of sad, even though they were in kind of
bright spirits,” he said, noting that one of his
interviewees still had not heard from his relatives in
the shattered country.

“I thought the impact [of the story] was going to
be to let everyone know even more about Haiti and
what they actually really need,” Jonas said.

He said he first heard about the Scholastic Kids
Press Corps when his social studies teacher asked
the class in early November whether anyone had an
interest in reporting for the organization. “I came
up to her and I said I was very interested,” he said.

He was one of about 250 students who submitted
sample stories about the areas where they lived and
one of 37 selected to join the press corps, Freeman
said. Seventeen reporters were kept on staff from
the previous year.

New reporters received a packet that Jonas said
“seemed like a thousand pages,” giving them tips on
how to handle different situations and assignments.

“My first interview was definitely the most chal-
lenging part of it,” Jonas said, adding that he had
been nervous about approaching a stranger as a re-
porter. That was at a Veterans Day event at George
Washington University, attended by First Lady
Michelle Obama, Second Lady Jill Biden and Alma
Powell, chair of America’s Promise Alliance and wife
of former Secretary of State Colin Powell. There, he
interviewed AmeriCorps volunteers and military vet-
erans. “I was really excited,” he said.

Nick said his involvement with the Kids Press Corps
came as a surprise. The head of his school knew Free-
man and knew she was looking for reporters. He had
asked teachers for possible candidates, and Nick was
recommended. He was put to work immediately, with

Outside the Haitian Embassy, Scholastic Kids Press Corps
reporter Jonas Hosmer of Potomac, Md. interviews Miss
Caribbean Metro USA Chardelle Moore about local efforts
to help residents of Haiti after an earthquake devastated
much of the island nation.
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Local members of Scholastic Kids
Press Corps reflect on covering
Haiti, possible careers.

Small Reporters, Big Stories

y Jenna Pugrant

The Connection

S
ituated on the far corner
of the Village Center be
tween the Katie’s Coffee

and Cannon Seafood in Great
Falls sits the familiar green, red
and white awning of Deli
Italiano Gourmet Pizza and
Subs. Started in Great Falls in
1990, Deli Italiano has earned
its reputation as one of the best
restaurants in Great Falls.

“I’ve been eating food from
Deli Italiano ever since I moved
to Great Falls,” said Mark Alan,
a 10-year resident of Great
Falls. “I’ve yet to find a pizza in
Virginia that I enjoy as much as
Deli Italiano’s.”

THE CURRENT OWNER of
Deli Italiano is Yasser Baslios.
Baslios came to the U.S. from
Egypt in 1998 and now lives in
Leesburg with his wife and
three children. After some time
in the U.S., he began working
at the Deli as dishwasher. He
then moved to jobs such as sub
maker and manager, until he
eventually became owner of the
business after four years in
2002.

“We’re all about quality here,”
said Baslios. “The people of
Great Falls always want high
quality food. If they’re given
high quality food, then they
come back. Everything here is
made with the best, most ex-

pensive ingredients and is made
fresh every day.” Deli Italiano
is a business that provides ca-
tering, but the majority of their
business comes from takeout
and delivery requests. The walls
of the restaurant are lined with
framed photos of memorable
customers who have eaten Deli
Italiano’s food, including pic-
tures of such legends as former
Redskins quarterback Mark
Brunell and former Redskins
coach Jim Zorn. Baslios men-
tioned that Gilbert Arenas and
Santana Moss sometimes stop
in to grab food as well.

In addition to being known
for their food, Deli Italiano has
also created a reputation for
being an active charitable busi-
ness in the Great Falls commu-
nity. “I love Great Falls because
of the people here,” said
Baslios. “Most of my family is
still in Egypt, so Great Falls has
become a great community to
be a part of and I want to make
sure I can help wherever I can.”
Baslios’ Deli Italiano has been
an active sponsor of churches
such as St. Francis on
Georgetown Pike and other
community organizations, of-
fering them discounts on food.
“We also give discounts to vari-
ous boys scout troops and com-
munity activities, such as the
concerts on Sundays in the
summer,” he said. “We always

Deli Italiano known for food,
community involvement.

A Taste of Charity

Deli Italiano owner Yasser Baslios became the owner
of the business in 2002. Employees of Deli Italiano
Sam Shaia of Manassas, Osama Awadalla of Sterling,
Yasser Baslios of Landsdowne, Jose Guevara of
Reston and Toffy Guidera of Sterling have all worked
at the restaurant for over five years.
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like to give back.” The restau-
rant supported Langley High
School in McLean, sponsoring
their baseball and football teams
over the past five years.

OUTSIDE OF GREAT FALLS,
Baslios has been involved in the
startup of a new church in
Ashburn to help new immigrants
to the area, demonstrating how
important giving back is to him.
“Our beloved Yasser likes charity
and he has a charitable heart,”
said Father John Farag of the new
St. Moses Coptic Orthodox

Church. “He never says no to any
project and does everything he
can to help the communities he
is a part of.”

Since Baslios began at Deli
Italiano more than a decade ago,
he has always maintained high
expectations for the food that he
serves and has made sure that Deli
Italiano has remained an active
contributor to the community.
While the restaurant has added
some new items to their menu
such as sandwich wraps, whole
wheat sub rolls and some new
salad options, Baslios does not
plan on making any major changes
to the business that has already

Deli Owner Sets
High Expectations

Deli Italiano, located next to the Katie’s Coffee and Can-
non Seafood in Great Falls, has been open since 1990.

gained its reputation. “Deli
Italiano has customers that are
loyal and keep coming back,” said
Baslios. “When people call in, we

often know their name, what they
want to order, and where they
want it delivered. We’re like one
big family.”

I
ngrid King, author of the
“Buckley’s Story — Les
sons from a Feline Mas-

ter Teacher,” will appear at
Seneca Hill Animal Hospital
Resort and Spa in Great Falls
on Saturday, Feb. 13, 11 a.m.
–1 p.m. King will be signing
copies of her book and an-
swer questions.

King is a former veterinary
hospital manager turned
writer. Her online magazine
“News for You and Your Pet”
goes out to subscribers
around the world. Her blog,
“The Conscious Cat,” has
been called “educational cat
nip for the cat lover” and is
a comprehensive resource
for conscious living, health
and happiness for pets and
their people.

Seneca Hill Animal Hospi-
tal offers a general practice
of veterinary medicine, sur-
gery and dentistry. Its mis-
sion is to provide the high-
est quality pet care in a
friendly, clean, odor free, re-
laxed setting. Guests at the
Resort & Spa are spoiled with
four daily walks and daily
play sessions as well as ex-
tras such as a swim in the
pool, Reiki, massage, and a
photo album of the pet’s va-
cation. Seneca Hill also pro-
vides doggy day care.

For more information about
“Buckley’s Story” and King,
visit www.ingridking.com.

Ingrid King

Talking
About
Pets
Author and
pet health
expert Ingrid
King comes to
Great Falls.

H
ome Equity Builders,
a design/build firm
operating for more
than 20 years, is

ready for the implementation of
the EPA’s Renovation, Repair and
Painting Rule. Home Equity Build-
ers’ Jeff Rainey, president and
CEO; Patrick Mullen, superinten-
dent; and Donna West, senior de-
signer, have all achieved certified
status as EPA Certified Renovators.

The EPA rule, effective April 22,
requires contracting firms to be
certified in the use of lead-safe
work practices, as well as lead-safe
practices that minimize occupant’s
exposure to lead hazards. The law
impacts a wide range of specialty
trades including building mainte-
nance and service personnel, dry-

wall mechanics, plumbers,
electricians, HVAC techni-
cians, window and siding
installers, kitchen and
bathroom cabinet special-
ists and painters.

The federal law applies
to renovations including
many typical housing
maintenance, repair and
remodeling activities for
all houses built before
1978. Homes that have
been tested and certified
and lead free are exempt
from the rule.

Home Equity Builders’
services include kitchen
and bath remodels, additions,
renovations, handyman services,
and home adaptations for seniors.

“This rule will affect many of our
clients in neighborhoods through-
out Northern Virginia,” said

Rainey. “We are proud of our com-
mitment to training and education
to ensure lead-safe work practices.
The health of our clients’ families
depends on it.”

In becoming certified, Home
Equity Builders submitted an ap-
plication to the EPA and Rainey,
Mullen and West completed an 8-
hour training class. In working
with clients, Home Equity Build-
ers talks about the lead-safe meth-
ods they will use on their job sites,
and discuss results of any previ-
ously conducted lead tests. Fol-
lowing work, Home Equity Build-
ers keeps records documenting
how lead-safe practices were fol-
lowed.

“Lead exposure is a serious
health hazard, particularly for
children,” West said. “The infor-
mation I learned through this pro-
gram is very important and I look
forward to continuing to work
with our clients to ensure this is-
sue is at the forefront of our work
together.”

Home Equity Builders ready to
meet homeowner’s
environmental safety needs.

Sharon Rainey, co-owner, vice
president of marketing and Jeff
Rainey, president and CEO.

Local Design, Build Firm Meets EPA Rules
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W
ith Valentine’s Day just
around the corner,
more than 42 juried

jewelry designers and artisans will
offer a variety of quality, hand-
made jewelry at the McLean Com-
munity Center’s Fourth Annual
McLean Jewelry Showcase. The
show takes place Saturday, Feb. 6,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Cen-

quality design for that someone
special or want a custom piece
made to order, they can find it.

Participants include 16-year-old
Marisa Messina of McLean, a student
at Georgetown Day School, who cre-
ates jewelry from semi-precious gem-
stones, glass, pearls, crystals and
beads from around the world for her
company, Callista Design.

To download a $1 off admission cou-
pon or for more information, visit the
Center’s Web site: www.mcleancenter
.org/special-events, or call 703-790-
0123, TTY: 711.

ter, which is located at 1234
Ingleside Ave. Admission is $3 per
person; a $1 discount coupon is
available on the Center’s Web site,
www.mcleancenter.org/special-
events.

Shoppers of all ages, with bud-
gets either large or small, can find
something to love at the showcase.
Whether they seek an heirloom

Designers, artisans bring their
creations in time for Valentine’s Day.

McLean Hosts Jewelry Showcase

Jewelry on display includes
this Roz Swartz Williams
image.
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor
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Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

SUMMER WORSHIP
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM

Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

b
b

b

b
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out formally submitting a writ-
ing sample, he said. “It was out of
the blue. I didn’t know about it.”

HIS FIRST ASSIGNMENT was
a story about artist Brian Jungen,
who had recently opened an ex-
hibit at the National Museum of
the American Indian. “I wanted to
show that great art can be done in
many ways and expressed in many
ways,” he said, noting that Jungen
turned everyday items like shoes
and chairs into objects of beauty.

In another story, Nick followed
State Department Chief of Proto-
col Capricia Marshall as she hosted
“A Taste of India” to mark the In-
dian prime minister’s visit to the
White House. There, he inter-
viewed the Indian ambassador,
among other participants. “The
message that I thought was behind
that was that we can come to-
gether doing simple things, shar-
ing food and talking,” Nick said.

“Writing the stories can be chal-
lenging, depending on the kind of
angle I’m trying to take,” he said.
“But I’m really happy doing it.”

“Nick has been one of the most
amazing kids I’ve worked with,”
Freeman said. For example, she
said, when his interview with
Jungen fell through at the last
minute, Nick went to the exhibit
anyway, examined the artwork,
spoke with a curator and dug up a
quote or two from Jungen that
would be useable. “He basically
triangulated the story and he did
it,” Freeman said.

“What I like about Jonas is he’s
got such a fresh, new look at
things,” she said. “He’s always sur-
prising me with the questions he
asks.” She recalled that Jonas had
prepared questions for a certain
set of people at the Veterans Day
event he attended but ended up
running into different guests and
improvised new questions.

“The thing I enjoy about this is
they really get it,” Freeman said
of her reporters, noting that each
of their stories is better than the
last. She started the Scholastic
Kids Press Corps as a temporary
outfit to cover the 2000 presiden-
tial race. In 2005, after the next
presidential election, the group
became a year-round, nationwide
entity.

She said the corps epitomized
Scholastic Magazines’ longstanding
mission to present the world to chil-
dren in a way that they can under-
stand and that involves them. Not
only do the reporters get hands-on
experience, she said, but the read-
ers “learn they’re really as impor-
tant a part of the world as anyone

else, as the adults are.”
Jonas said he had considered

reporting prior to his stint at Scho-
lastic. Now, he said, he is more
certain that it is a job he would
enjoy. “Now that I’ve done some
work in the field, I really, really
love doing it,” he said. While many
of his peers may find the job at-
tractive because it affords chances
to meet the famous and powerful,

he said, what he enjoyed was get-
ting to be part of events and inter-
viewing the people involved.

“Before this, I was never really
thinking about being a reporter,”
Nick said. “After seeing how inter-
esting it is, I can see the perks of
being a reporter.” He said he en-
joyed meeting people who were
smart and capable and who were
using their skills to help others.

Local Children Pursue Global Stories
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S
ome of the cuts proposed by Fairfax
County Public Schools might sound
like they will not affect learning very
much.

Freshman sports, for instance, involves 2,200
students across the county who are engaged
in the delicate transition from middle school
to high school. Why would it matter?
How about the 5,000 students who
participate in indoor track?

Or the thousands of students who
find their love of learning through music.

Or the students getting a second chance on
success at Pimmit Hills Alternative School.

Succeeding in school is all about finding a
niche, a reason to go, particularly in high
school. For some students, this is band. For
others it is the chance to run track. For some,

it’s an art class. For others it might be a con-
nection to friends made through freshman
sports.

Education succeeds for many different rea-
sons. It is a huge mistake to cut off the very
things that help students engage.

Nevertheless, schools across the area will
have less money per student this year,
and they will have to make cuts. Be-
fore they cut the life out of the school
day for some many children, parents

and the rest of local taxpayers deserve to see
administration and staff over a certain level
willing to share the pain.

No doubt many administrative cuts are not
receiving as much publicity as cuts that im-
pact students. But what administrative depart-
ments will face cuts similar to those proposed

for music or some sports programs?
Pay cuts for staff with salaries more than

$75,000 should also be on the table, holding
classroom teachers harmless. Here are some
suggested guidelines, more moderate than
many of the cuts in many private companies
with revenue shortfall in the past two years:

❖ 5 percent for employees who make
$75,000-$90,000

❖ 10 percent for employees who make
$90,000-$115,000

❖ 15 percent for employees who make
$115,000-$140,000

❖ 20 percent for employees who make
$140,000-$200,000

❖ 30 percent for employees who make more
than $200,000

This budget crisis is different than in the past.
Right now for the first time, taxpayers are look-
ing at drastically lower home values, and many
are underwater. Tens of thousands of taxpay-
ers in Northern Virginia are unemployed. For
the public to press for more money for schools,
schools will have to demonstrate that they “get
it.”

With talk of cutting programs that make it
bearable to go to school for students,
pay cuts should also be on the table.

Adding More Painful Cuts

Editorial
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By Dr. Kirsten Edmiston

Medical Director, Inova

Cancer Services

W
omen can be apprehen
sive about going for
their annual mammo-

gram. The stress of waiting for re-
sults, or even the test itself, can
be something many would gladly
avoid.

In November, the United States
Preventive Services Task Force
(USPSF) may have added to this
stress by announcing revised
screening mammography guide-
lines. The new recommendations
left many women uncertain about
what to do about their breast
health. The USPSF recommended
against routine screening mam-
mography in women aged 40 to
49 and recommended that
women aged 50 to 74 have a
mammogram every two years
rather than every year, unless
there is a high-risk for breast can-
cer because of family history or
gene mutations.

The new guidelines conflict with
those of the American Cancer So-
ciety and the American College of
Radiology, which both remain
committed to advising annual
mammograms starting at age 40,
as well as the National Cancer In-
stitute, which recommends that
women age 40 and older have
mammograms every one to two
years.

The Inova Breast Care Institute,
which has entry points through-
out Northern Virginia for patients
with any type of breast health is-
sues, continues to support routine
annual screening mammograms
from qualified breast imaging
centers for women over the age
of 40 as long as they are in good
health.

In the United States, breast
cancer is the most common can-
cer and the second leading cause
of cancer deaths in women ac-
cording to the American Cancer
Society. More than 192,000 new
cases and 40,000 deaths from the
disease are expected in the U.S.

this year.
The best approach to maintain-

ing a women’s breast health is to
maintain a healthy lifestyle, have
appropriate screening based on
risk and to encourage women to
discuss their specific family history
and circumstances with their phy-
sician.

Women who have found breast
cancer after having an annual
mammogram agree that it is im-
portant to be diligent about hav-
ing regular breast exams. Early
detection leads to the best chance
for a successful outcome.

The Inova Breast Care Institute
at Inova Alexandria, Inova
Fairfax, Inova Fair Oaks, Inova
Loudoun and Inova Mount
Vernon hospitals are some of the
first programs in the Washington,
D.C., metro area to receive three-
year accreditation from the Na-
tional Accreditation Program for
Breast Centers, which awards
accreditation only to programs
that embrace a multidisciplinary
approach and can meet or exceed
27 strict standards for excellence
in breast care.

When there are questions about
breast care, experts at the Inova
Breast Care Institute are available
to answer those questions, allevi-
ate any concerns and offer our
commitment to supporting
women’s breast health. For more
information about breast health
visit inova.org/ibci.

Conflicting Advice on Mammograms

Dr. Kirsten Edmiston

More
Involvement
For 2020 Goals
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my view
in opposition to the proposal of
Kathleen Murphy to establish a
special tax district for Great Falls
[“Taking a High Road to 2020,”
Great Falls Connection, Jan. 27-
Feb. 2, 2010]. Murphy proposes
that each family of Great Falls pay
$100 a year to generate $500,000,
as a method of “gaining political
clout.” She also states that “our
inability to take effective action to
realize our vision of Great Falls by
the year 2020 is due to our inef-
fective method of self-gover-
nance,” and proposes to hire at-
torneys, transportation experts, or
even become a separate political
entity such as Vienna or Herndon.

There are many reasons to be
concerned about this proposal.
First, Great Falls is not self gov-
erned, but is a part of Fairfax
County. Becoming a separate po-
litical entity is like buying an en-
tire farm in order to obtain a single
melon.

Second, as Murphy should be
aware, it would be inappropriate
to use tax money for political pur-
poses. Political clout comes from
involvement of the electorate.

Third, contrary to Murphy’s
personal feeling of ineffective

Letters
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Subject to availability and qualifications. The “Cupped Hands” logo is a registered service mark of Allstate
Insurance Company.Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL © 2007 Allstate
Insurance Company.

Spiro Souliotis
703-481-8210
Souliotis Insurance Agency Inc.
Herndon
Souliotis@allstate.com

SAVE BIG BY SWITCHING YOUR HOME AND
AUTO INSURANCE TO ALLSTATE.
Call me first to see how much you can save. People
who switched both saved an average of $503 a year.

CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

60%-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY

25% OFF
BONSAI, ORCHIDS, CACTI

35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs
PRIMROSES $1.69

Off-Season Pricing

PATIOS, WALLS,
WALKWAYS,

PAVER DRIVEWAYS,
TIMBER WALLS &
SO MUCH MORE

Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates

FREE

From Page 6

ness, the community of Great
Falls has been reasonably effec-
tive over many decades at “pre-
serving the semirural character of
the area” and achieving other
community goals through the ef-
forts of concerned citizens,
through its Great Falls Citizens
Association, and a close working
relationship with the Dranesville
Supervisor’s Office and other
county organizations.

The success of these efforts has
not been and would not be en-
hanced by hiring lawyers or trans-
portation experts. Great Falls suc-
cess has been largely due to the
dedicated involvement of tal-
ented and politically savvy indi-
viduals and businesses residing in
Great Falls, and through its many
community minded organizations
such as Great Falls Friends, the
Volunteer Fire Department,
Northern Virginia Conservation
Trust, various ad hoc groups and
the sports leagues. Indeed, these
efforts have directly resulted in
the preservation of existing low
density development in Great
Falls, preservation of Georgetown
Pike as a Scenic Byway, the
Grange and the old School House,
the construction of an excellent
library and post office, and Free-
dom Memorial, trails and parks,
many excellent sports fields, pres-
ervation of the Turner Farm, pres-
ervation of the Nike Site, not to
mention approval of the new
firehouse soon to be constructed,
and the numerous excellent small
town functions that give Great
Falls its cohesive community
spirit. I have participated in and
observed these effective efforts
unfold during my 38 years as a
member of the Great Falls Com-
munity.

Fourth, this area of the county
probably contributes more in taxes
than it receives through local
county expenditures, so it should
be able to continue to make rea-
sonable proposals to the county for
reasonable improvements, such as
are alluded to in the 2020 Vision
Statement.

In summary, the answer to be-
ing effective at achieving the
goals of this community is not to
have Great Falls residents pay
more taxes to have someone do
what we want or what we need,
or to take over the County func-
tions. The answer is continued
vigilance and effective citizen’s
involvement within the county
processes, by people who care
enough to do their civic duty. Stop
this nonsense about creating an-
other rice bowl.

Glen Sjoblom
Great Falls

Letters

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community. Send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
8991 Brook Road, McLean, has a Fel-
lowship Hour after the 10 a.m. services.
On Feb. 7, the Winter Sunday will focus
on children, with hot chocolate with
marshmallows and a long frieze of
snowmen and other winter-oriented
crafts. On Feb. 14, Valentine Sunday
will focus on love and friendship, as
children and adults make Valentine’s
cards for the residents of the nearby
Sunrise Assisted Living home. A choco-
late fountain will be operating.
www.stthomasmcleanva.org.

Episcopal Church Women of St.
Thomas Episcopal Church Lace &
Grace Tea, 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 13.
With a variety of tea delicacies and
sweets, and live music by local instrumen-
talists, at St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
Hudson Hall, 8991 Brook Road, McLean.
A portion of the proceeds will benefit Al-
ternative House in Vienna. $30 per
person. Reserve tickets at 703-442-0330.
Group sales welcome. 703-272-7796 or
mollieregan@verizon.net.

Maggie Page of Vienna is beginning
a one-year service assignment with Men-
nonite Central Committee in Europe as a
teacher’s assistant. Page has a bachelor’s
in studio art from St. Olaf College,
Northfield, Minn. She is associated with
Emmanuel Mennonite Church,
Shoreview, Minn. Page is serving through
MCC’s Serving and Learning Together
program for young adults. MCC is a relief,
development and peace organization of
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
churches in Canada and the U.S. mcc.org.

Antioch Christian Church Youth
will collect one-dollar donations in large
soup pots for the Souper Bowl of
Caring, at the 11 a.m. service on Sun-
day, Feb. 7, at Antioch Christian Church,
1860 Beulah Road, Vienna. Each group
gives their donation directly to the char-
ity of their choice; no money is sent to
Souper Bowl of Caring headquarters.
Organizers simply ask that groups re-
port their collection amount so a
national total can be determined.
www.antiochdoc.org.

Emmaus United Church of
Christ will offer the lecture series “Nur-
turing the Body through Nutrition.”
Classes will be 7 p.m. in the parlor of
Emmaus Church, 900 East Maple Av-
enue, Vienna. Free and open to the
public. Contact Dana Krauskopf, 703-
272-8675 or hamanasi@bellsouth.net,
or Marsha Komandt, 703-938-1264 or
mgkomandt@verizon.net.

❖ Monday, Feb. 8. Learning to Recon-
nect to Your Body in Healthy Ways:
Weight Management.

❖ Monday, Feb. 22. Learning to Re-
connect to Your Body in Healthy Ways:
Energy Enhancement.

❖ Monday, March 8. Sugar: The
Unsweet Truth.

❖ Monday, March 29. Food is Medi-
cine.

McLean Bible Church,  8925
Leesburg Pike, Vienna, will host LifeWay
Women’s Going Beyond with Priscilla
Shirer, at 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 26 and
9 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 27. Shirer en-
courages women to go beyond everyday
life to walk with Christ. Tickets are the
two-day event are $45. Register at
www.lifeway.com/goingbeyond or 800-
254-2022.

Faith Notes
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21430 Cedar Dr., Suite 110 • Sterling, VA • 703-433-9441

Special
Discounts
for Interior
Designers

1863 Berryville Pike (Rt. 7 East of Winchester) Winchester • VA •(540) 662-0490

Yu Wei Chinese Dance Collection
Friday, Feb. 5, 8 p.m.

$28/ $10 district residents
Experience Chinese culture through

exhilarating dance and stunning film,
all just in time for Chinese New Year!

McLean Jewelry Showcase
Saturday, Feb. 6
11 a.m.–5 p.m.
Admission: $3

Take $1 off admission with this ad
This fabulous collection of 42 juried jewelry

designer-artisans will feature a variety
of quality, handmade jewelry—and it’s

just in time for Valentine’s Day!

Philadanco
Friday, Feb. 12, 8 p.m.

$40/$35 district residents
This celebrated dance company is

renowned for its innovative choreography,
blending African American-based dance

with ballet, jazz and modern.

The Real World of Fiji
With Filmmaker Rick Howard

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m.

John Eaton
Friday, Feb. 19, 8 p.m.

$28/$10 district residents
Jazz treasure John Eaton celebrates
the immeasurable contributions of

Duke Ellington and Fats Waller. Part of
our Black History Month celebration.

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

FRIDAY/FEB. 5
‘The Vagina Monologues.’ 8 p.m. at

George Mason University Harris
Theatre, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Tickets $25. Part of the Vday
campaign to end violence against
women and girls. sas.gmu.edu.

SATURDAY/FEB. 6
Cabaret Series: Jeri Sager. 7:30

p.m. at Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. Northern Virginia native and
Broadway star Sager debuts at the
Barns of Wolf Trap with her solo
cabaret show, Broadway by Jeri.
Accompanied by a four-piece band,
Sager will re-create her roles in Cats,
Les Misérables, and Evita. $25. 703-
938-2404 or www.wolftrap.org.

Mark Morris Dance Group. 8 p.m. at
George Mason University Center for
the Arts, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. With the area premieres of
‘Visitation’ and ‘Empire Garden.’ A
pre-performance discussion, free to
ticket holders, begins at 7:15 p.m. on
the Center’s Grand Tier III. $22-$44,
available at 888-945-2468 or
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Chocolate Lovers Festival. 8 a.m.- 5
p.m. at City Hall, 10455 Armstrong
St. Taste of Chocolate, Chocolate
Challenge, pancake breakfast, craft
show and bake sale, children’s
activities and Chocolate Caper. Open
Houses include the Fairfax Museum,
Ford Building, Legato School and
Ratcliffe-Allison House.
www.chocolatefestival.net or 703-
385-1661.

By The Bog of Cats. 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. Tickets $25 adults,
$15 students. 703-854-1856 or
www.1stStageTysons.org/cats.

Family Art Workshop: Haiku Scroll
Paintings. 10 a.m. at McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. Families will work
together to create a Haiku poem as
part of each painting. $10 per family.
Register at 703-790-1953 or
www.mpaart.org.

Polyhymnia A Capella Choir. 8 p.m.
at Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Assembly Hall, 1125 Savile Lane,
McLean. Performances of works by
Flemish Renaissance composers,
Gioachino Rossini, Carl Loewe,
Claude Debussy and Paul Moravec.
301-565-0314 or
polyhymniasings.org.

Sonorus, Virginia’s 1st Wizard
Rock Festival. 11:30 a.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. East, Vienna.
$20. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Ballyhoo! And Mojo. 10 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. East, Vienna.
$10 advance, $13 day of show. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

McLean Community Center’s 4th
Annual  McLean Jewelry
Showcase. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at the
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
More than 42 juried jewelry designers
and artisans with a wide variety of
handmade jewelry. Admission $3. A
$1 discount coupon is available at
www.mcleancenter.org/special-
events.

Dancing to the Helmut Licht Band.
9 p.m. at Colvin Run Schoolhouse,
10201 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls.
Ballroom, latin and swing music,
including a Samba lesson at 8 p.m.
prior to the dance. Lesson $5; dancing
9-11:30 p.m. $12. Sodas, snacks
available for purchase. 703-795-2003
or www.colvinrun.org.

The Smart Split: Legal Aspects of
Separation And Divorce. 10 a.m.

During the month of February,
images by Great Falls artist W. R.
Tuthill will be on display in the
large conference room at the Great
Falls Library. The show is titled
“Light and Dark: Playing with Form
and Feeling.” Visitors can take part
in informal chats with the artist on
Monday, Feb. 8, 6-8 p.m. and Fri-
day, Feb. 26, 4-6 p.m. The artist will
discuss his work and the vanishing
art of traditional stone lithography.

Tuthill lives and works in Great
Falls. His art studio, complete with
antique Fuchs and Lang litho-
graphic press, was a popular stop
on the 2009 Great Falls Studio tour.
Tuthill is a member of the Great
Falls Studios, a network of local
artists. His work consists primarily
of highly detailed black and white
lithographic images printed by tra-

K
atie’s Coffee in the
Great Falls Village
Centre is currently
displaying the art

exhibit by local Great Falls art-
ist Naz Akbar titled “Food for
Life.” All of the paintings pre-
sented in this exhibit feature
different varieties of food
from around the world, in-
spired by the artist’s travels to
places such as Bangladesh
and Pakistan. When asked
what inspired her to paint
food, Akbar said “We all love
food. I felt food comple-
mented the surroundings of
Katie’s Coffee well.”

The works are primarily
painted with oil paints and in-
corporate vibrant colors and
textures. One of the Akbar’s
most popular paintings titled
“Blue Crabs” is also for sale
at Katie’s, in both a large and
small variety. In addition,
Akbar’s paintings have been
on display in other public ven-
ues such as the Great Falls Li-

ditional methods developed as
early as 1796. Lithographic print-
ing is a method of making images
based on the principle that oil and
water don’t mix. Tuthill has an
associate’s degree in fine arts from
the Corcoran College of Art & De-
sign and has exhibited his work at
the Corcoran Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C. as well as other
venues from coast to coast.

“The artwork in ‘Light and Dark:
Playing with Form and Feeling’
portrays form primarily through
the rendering of light and shadow
and conveys feelings, moods in
various ways. Some of the images
are rife with symbolism intention-
ally incorporated by the artist,”
Tuthill said.

For more information, see
www.wrtuthill.com.

In his Great Falls studio, Tuthill prepares an image on a
lithographic stone for etching. The stone sits on his an-
tique Fuchs and Lang press made of cast iron and wood.
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Great Falls Artist Cranks Out Prints
on 19th Century Press

brary and Great Falls Animal
Hospital, where she chose to
paint animals to appropriately
fit the setting in which her art
was being displayed in.

Naz Akbar lives in Great
Falls with her husband and is
a member of Great Falls Stu-
dios, the umbrella artist orga-
nization that currently has ap-
proximately 90 members.
“Being a part of Great Falls
Studios has been such a won-
derful experience,” said
Akbar. “It is a very supportive
organization that has helped
me with my art.”

Most of the pieces featured
at Katie’s are on sale, ranging
anywhere from $400 to
$1,500. The “Food for Life”
exhibit will be on display at
Katie’s until the end of Febru-
ary. Visit http://web.me.com/
n a z a k b a r a r t / S i t e /
Welcome.html for more de-
tails.

— Jenna Pugrant

Great Falls artist Naz Akbar featured at the cafe.

Katie’s Presents ‘Food for Life’

Great Falls artist Naz Akbar’s art
exhibit titled ‘Food for Life’ is cur-
rently on display at Katie’s Coffee in
the Great Falls Village Centre. All
the paintings in the exhibit are of
food that the artist found in travel-
ing around the world.
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at 1437 Balls Hill Road, McLean. $45
non-members, $35 members.
www.thewomenscenter.org or 703-
281-2657.

Starshine Theater of Great Falls
Performs ‘Zorro: Legend of a Hero.’ 7
p.m. at The Great Falls Grange
Theater. With local actors, dancers
and singers, ages 6 through high
school. Reserve at 703-790-9050 or
StarshineTheater@aol.com.

‘The Vagina Monologues.’ 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m. at George Mason
University Harris Theatre, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Tickets $25.
Part of the Vday campaign to end
violence against women and girls.
sas.gmu.edu.

SUNDAY/FEB. 7
Ensemble Gaudior: Soggiorno

Italiano Concert. 4 p.m. at Vienna
Presbyterian church, 124 Park St.,
Vienna. Italian sonatas by Corelli,
Vivaldi and more in a benefit concert
for New Hope International. Free, the
public is invited. Donations accepted.
Reception to follow. 703-395-2899 or

ensemblegaudior@gmail.com.
Max and Ruby. 3 p.m. at the McLean

Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. Age 3 and up. 703-790-
0123.

Chocolate Lovers Festival. 8 a.m.- 5
p.m. at City Hall, 10455 Armstrong
St. Taste of Chocolate, Chocolate
Challenge, pancake breakfast, craft
show and bake sale, children’s
activities and Chocolate Caper. Open
Houses include the Fairfax Museum,
Ford Building, Legato School and
Ratcliffe-Allison House.
www.chocolatefestival.net or 703-
385-1661.

By The Bog of Cats. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
Tysons Corner. Tickets $25 adults,
$15 students. 703-854-1856 or
www.1stStageTysons.org/cats.

Charlie Zahm and Tad Marks:
ballads and fiddle. 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and
8 p.m. at The Old Brogue Irish Pub,
760-C Walker Road, Great Falls. $15.
Reserve at703-759-3309.
www.oldbrogue.com.

Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 11
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Send School Notes to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Andrew Paulson of Great
Falls has been named to the fall
2009 dean’s list at Westminster
Choir College of Rider University
in Princeton, N.J . Paulson is ma-
joring in voice performance.

Julie Benjamin of Great Falls
was named to the fall 2009 dean’s
list for the College of Architecture
and Urban Studies at Virginia
Tech, where she is an architecture
major and Honors Program stu-
dent. Benjamin is a graduate of
Langley High School and the
daughter of Thomas and Susan
Benjamin.

Marghuerita Scott of Great
Falls was accepted as a first-year
student at Hamilton College in
Clinton, N.Y. Scott is a graduate of
The Madeira School and the daugh-
ter of Thomas and Betsy Sue Scott.

Brian Benjamin of Great Falls
was named to the fall 2009 dean’s
list for the College of Engineering
at Virginia Tech, where he is a civil
engineering major.  Benjamin is a
graduate of Langley High School
and the son of Thomas and Susan
Benjamin.

School Notes

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • www.hsfc.org

4057 Chain Bridge Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387

THIS IS “BAILEY”
D.O.B. Dec. 12, 2006. Lab Mix, Spayed Female, 30
lbs. Bailey is only one year old and is a very small Lab
mix. She has a cool chocolate brown shorthair coat
with little white toes and weighs about 30 lbs. She
loves to prance around, loves to bring her toys to you
for playtime and knows several commands. She’s
housebroken and great to walk on a leash. She is
leery of strangers; however, once introduced she will
gladly share her toys and be your forever friend. She
does best in a home with no small children as they
tend to move to fast and scare her. To know this
sweetheart is to love her. Please come out and
meet this special little girl today.
Attributes: A special little lady!

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

OPEN HOUSES
Sunday, February 7

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your FREE Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please contact Trisha at

703-778-9419, or trisha@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 p.m.

McLean
1025 Springhill Road $1,799,000 Sun 1-4 Nina Assefi RE/Max 703-728-7171
1527 Brookhaven Drive $1,649,000 Sun 1-4 Mark McFadden Coldwell Banker 202-333-6100

For your Auto, Home, Life and Health Insurance
needs, see State Farm Agent:
Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, IllinoisP02720 04/02

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

WE
LIVE

WHERE
YOU

LIVE.™

From Page 8
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The Old Dominion
Chrysanthemum Society. 2:30
p.m. at the Falls Church Community
Center, 223 Little Falls St., Falls
Church. A slide program reviewing
2009 ODCS Mum Show winners and
introducing the new Exhibition Mums
offered by King’s Mums. Open to the
public. Free Admission and
refreshments. 703-560-8776.

AuPairCare Share-A-Bear
Campaign. 3 p.m. at the Tyson’s
Corner Center Build-A-Bear
Workshop, McLean. Over 30 au pairs
from 14 different countries make
bears for children in need at National
Institutes of Health.
www.aupaircare.com.

MONDAY/FEB. 8
Toddlin’ Time. 10:30 a.m. Great Falls

Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Stories, fingerplays, and
activities. Age 24-35 months with
adult. 703-757-8560.

An Evening with 9Davine. 8 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. East,
Vienna. $10. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Light and Dark: Playing with Form
and Feeling. 8 p.m. at Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. over 20 hand-crafted
lithographs and drawings portraying
moods from light to dark by artist W.
R. Tuthill. 703-759-2810.

TUESDAY/FEB. 9
Canibus Melatonin Magik Tour. 9

p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
East, Vienna. $12 advance, $15 at the
door. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 10
‘Danger Between the Lines: the

Civil War History of Hunter Mill
Uncovered.’ 7 p.m. at the Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. The film includes
authentic period music by the 2nd

Carolina String Band, and features
local historian Tom Evans. Jim Lewis
of the Hunter Mill Defense League
will introduce the film and conduct a
question and answer session.
www.gfhs.org.

McLean Highlanders 2010 Winter
Cheerleading Clinic. Two-day
clinic, 5-7 p.m. on Feb. 10-11 at
McLean High School in the cheer/
dance studio, with a performance
Friday, Feb. 12 at the Girls varsity
basketball game. $75 includes 2
clinic sessions, admission to game for
participant and one parent, and a t-
shirt for the performance; $60 for
returning participants who already
have the t-shirt. Register at
www.mcleanactivities.org.

Green River Ordinance and
Sleeperstar. 7:30 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
$10. www.jamminjava.com.

It’s Cold Outside. 10:30 a.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Stories and activities
about winter presented by Barbara
Effron of Storytime Express. Ages 2-5
with adult. 703-757-8560.

THURSDAY/FEB. 11
McLean Historical Society:

George Washington’s Mind or,
A General’s Genius. 7:30 p.m. at
the McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave. McLean.
William M. Ferraro demonstrates the
potency of Washington’s mind and

the centrality of Washington’s
intellect to his achievements
through an analysis of Washington’s
correspondence, especially his
Revolutionary War letters. Ferraro is
an assistant professor and assistant
editor with the Papers of George
Washington at the University of
Virginia. Free, the public is invited.
703-442-9370 or
www.mcleancenter.org.

Cracker (acoustic) and Michael
McDermott. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. East, Vienna. $20.
703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Dan Dietz’s  ‘tempODYSSEY.’ 8
p.m. at George Mason University’s
Black Box Theater in the Performing
Arts Building, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. $6, $3 for students and
seniors. Tickets may be purchased at
the door or by phone at 703-993-
8888.

FRIDAY/FEB. 12
Philadanco. 8 p.m. at the McLean

Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. 703-790-0123.

By The Bog of Cats. 8 p.m. at 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. 1st Stage, Fairfax County’s
non-profit professional theatre,
presents a loose retelling of
Euripides’ Medea, set in rural
Ireland. Tickets $25 adults, $15
students. 703-854-1856 or
www.1stStageTysons.org/cats.

Mercury in Summer CD Release. 6
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
East, Vienna. $10 advance, $13 day
of show. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Marco Benevento Trio and Nathan
Moore. 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. East, Vienna. $15. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.
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Sports

The McLean High boys’ swim
and dive team was a 175-111 win-
ner over Stone Bridge High in a
recent late season meet. Triple
event winners for the Highlanders
were Charlie Putnam, Colin
Fitzgibbon, Bill Kim and Ben
Southern. Kevin Geiger was a
double event winner for McLean.

The McLean girls’ team was also
victorious over the lady Bulldogs,
179-107. Quadruple winners for
the Highlanders were Margaret
Harlow and Annie Springsteen.

mers are McLean residents Anna
Lan (team captain), Aedan Collins
and Leah Gonzalez.

In boys’ meet action, Jefferson
(4-3) fell to Langley (6-1) by a
score of 158-157. Jefferson senior
team captain Matt Callahan
(Vienna resident) won two indi-
vidual events — the 50 and 100-
freestyle races. Also against Lan-
gley, sophomore Stephen Seliskar
(McLean) won the 200-freestyle
with a time of 1:43.82. Sam Speers
(McLean) and Callahan led the
Jefferson boys’ relay teams.

Katie Yensen, meanwhile, won
three events and McLean double
winners were Adrienne Harlow
and Eva Greene.

The Thomas Jefferson High
girls’ swim and dive team’s quest
for an undefeated season ended
two weeks ago with a loss to Lan-
gley in the final dual meet of the
regular season. The Saxons were
victorious, 174-141. Both Langley
and the Colonials finished the
regular season with 6-1 records.

Three of Jefferson’s top swim-

McLean High Wins Over Stone Bridge

B
oth the Madison High boys’ and girls’ swim
and dive teams captured titles at their re
spective Liberty District championships Fri
day night, Jan. 29. The event, shortened

to one day due to the snow storm that hit the area
last weekend, took place at Wakefield Park’s Audrey
Moore Recreation Center.

The Madison girls finished with 435.50 points to
capture the title, ahead of second place Langley
(404.50) and third place McLean (323). South Lakes
(154) finished sixth overall in the eight-team field.

On the boys’ side, the Warhawks were champions
with 404.50 points, besting runner-up Fairfax (393)
and third place Langley (334). South Lakes (201),
Marshall (172) and McLean (168) finished fifth
through seventh, respectively, among eight-teams.

Madison High’s Adam Pennington, a senior, won
both the 200 and 500-yard boys’ freestyle
races. In boys’ diving, Warhawk junior Ryan
Fox captured first (390.15). For the Madison
girls, junior Bev Dobrenz was a first place fin-
isher in the 500-free event.

For the Langley boys, junior Chuck Katis won both
the 200-yard individual medley and 100-breaststroke
events. Other first place finishes for the Saxon boys
came from sophomore Ryan Natal (100-butterfly)
and senior Stephen Richards (100-free). The Lan-
gley boys’ 200-medley relay team of Richards, Katis,
junior Alex Brumas and senior Chris Pivik finished
first. Also, the Langley boys’ 400-free relay team of
Natal, senior David Case, Katis and Richards was a
winner.

For the Langley girls, freshman Abi Speers was the
winner in the 50-free race and junior Jayme Katis
won the 100-free. The Saxon girls’ 200-free relay
team of Katis, junior Torrie Zarella, junior Megan
Howard and Speers was victorious.

“Although both boys and girls teams were aiming

for district titles, we had a great meet with 48 sea-
son best times,” said Langley coach Ryan Jackson.
“Highlights for the boys were the medley and 400
free relay wins, and Chuck Katis’ two individual wins.
The girls’ depth proved instrumental in their second
place team finish. Highlights for the girls were the
200 free relay victory and individual wins for Jayme
Katis and Abi Speers.”

FOR THE MCLEAN BOYS, junior Charlie Putnam
finished first in the 100-back race.

For the Highlander girls, junior Eva Greene was
first in both the 200-free and 100-back events. Annie
Springsteen, a freshman, won the 200-IM. The High-
lander girls’ 400-free relay team of senior Margaret
Harlow, Springsteen, Greene and junior Katie Yensen
finished first. The same foursome also teamed up to

win the 200-medley relay. In individual girls’
races, Margaret Harlow was second in the
500-free and fourth in the girls’ 100-fly, while
sophomore Adrienne Harlow was a third
place finisher in the 500-free.

South Lakes’ Emily Sennett, a sophomore, won the
girls’ 100-fly event and was third in the 200-IM. The
South Lakes boys’ 200-medley relay team of senior
Brad Dillon, senior Nick Hazelton, junior Sean Shada
and senior Mike Grimmett-Norris finished a strong
third place. In individual boys’ races, Dillon was a
second place finisher in the 100-back and a third
place finisher in the boys’ 100-fly race.

Marshall High sophomore Cyrus Heshemi finished
second place in the boys’ 500-free event. Katherine
Van Winkle, another Marshall sophomore, finished
fourth place in the girls’ diving event. Statesmen
sophomore Andrew Nice finished third in the boys’
100-breaststroke.

— Rich Sanders

Postseason Meets Underway
Madison boys and girls victorious at districts;
Saxons, Highlanders, Seahawks and Statesmen each
have highlight moments as well.

Swimming

& Diving

The McLean High girls’
basketball team beat cross-
town rival Langley, 55-34, two
weeks ago to claim the Rotary
Cup for the second consecutive
year. The Highlanders played
outstanding pressure defense
the whole game. McLean’s scor-
ing leaders in the win were
Melissa Wilson (17 points) and
Andie Romness (12). Other
scoring contributions came
from Brittany McCray (8
points), Erin Mundy (7), Caitlin
Baker (6), Shelly Kaniut (3),
Kristina Bettner (1) and
Caroline Gray (1).

Langley High graduate
Katie Hansan is a sopho-
more guard on the Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute (Troy,
N.Y.) women’s basketball team
this winter. The Red Hawks
were 3-5 over their first eight
games.

Christine Grilliot, a senior
and a standout athlete at
Marshall High, has committed
to play softball at the Univer-
sity of Mary Washington next
school year. Grilliot, recruited
as a pitcher, earned First Team
All-Liberty District honors the
past two seasons as a member
of the Statesmen’s softball pro-
gram. She was also named the
team’s Most Outstanding Player
each of the past two seasons as
well. Last spring, Grilliot led the
Lady Statesmen on the pitching
mound and was her team’s top
hitter, leading Marshall in bat-
ting average, RBIs, and total
hits. She is the daughter of Carl
and Cathy Grilliot.

The McLean High ice
hockey team beat Woodson
High, 8-7, two weeks ago to

improve its record to 5-2. Fol-
lowing the win, the McLean
squad was two points behind
first place Langley in the league
standings.

McLean, in the win over
Woodson, got a hat trick (3
goals) from Ajmal Behsudi.
Other scoring contributions
came from Connor Gilmartin (1
goal, 1 assist), Julian Kell (1
goal, 1 assist), Tommy Borman
(1 goal, 1 assist), Matt Stewart
(1 goal), Nick Baker (1 goal),
Maury Winter (1 assist) and
Max Alm (1 assist).

Point leaders this season for
the young McLean team include
the following: junior Matt
Stewart (17 points on 10 goals,
7 assists); sophomore Nick
Baker (15 points on 2 goals, 13
assists); sophomore Connor
Gilmartin (13 points on 8 goals,
5 assists); and sophomore
Maury Winter (12 points on 6
goals, 6 assists).

McLean Youth Soccer
(MYS) Spring 2010 registra-
tion has begun on MYS’ web site
at www.mcleansoccer.org. Re-
turning players as well as new
players are welcome to register.
MYS offers various programs
for children ages 4 through 18.
MYS programs include - recre-
ation, travel, McLean Premier
Soccer Travel, U5 for Pre-K
players, and TOP Soccer for
children with special needs. The
season will begin the week of
April 5 and extend through
mid-June. Be sure to register no
later than Jan. 30 to take ad-
vantage of the early discounted
registration fees. Contact the
MYS Administrator at
admin@mcleansoccer.org. For
more information, call the MYS
office at 703-506-8068.

Four seniors on the McLean High girls’ basketball
team, from left, Lauren Sutherland, Melissa Wilson,
Brittany McCray and Caitlin Baker, helped the High-
landers capture the Rotary Cup trophy by defeating
cross-town rival Langley last week.
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Sports Roundups

Kim Pilka, a 2009 Langley High gradu-
ate, is a member of the Colgate University swim
and dive team. Pilka, a two-time Liberty District
dive champion while at Langley, has twice been
named Patriot League Diver of the week this sea-
son. She has had impressive individual wins in

team meets against Penn State, West Virginia Uni-
versity, Boston College, Dartmouth and Cornell.
She will compete in the Patriot League Champi-
onships on 1 and 3 meter boards at The Naval
Academy Feb. 18-20. Colgate is located in
Hamilton, N.Y.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITY

Work at Historic Mount Vernon
Part-Time  Tour Guide positions 

available
Call or email: Gail Cassidy 

703-799-8610
gcassidy@mountvernon.org

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS
& EDUCATION SUPPORT

APNA is looking for a full time adminis-
trative specialist who will concentrate on 
member email blasts, updating web-
sites, maintaining newsletter schedules, 
monitoring & updating social networking 
sites,   etc.  Candidate  will  have  strong 
interpersonal skills & an understanding 
of Microsoft & social networking soft-
ware. Only those with salary history & 
requirements will be considered. Please 
send   your  resume  to  Lisa  Nguyen at 
lnguyen@apna.org.

-Clinical Director-
No. Va. Eye Surgery Center, Fairfax Va.

Our fast growing ASC is looking for a skilled
Clinical Director to manage and supervise
the clinical aspects of our beautiful, new ASC.
Applicant must be an RN with at least five
year’s experience as well as BLS & IV
certified. Experience in PACU, or the OR, or
an Ophthalmic ASC a major plus.
The Clinical Director’s position commands a
highly competitive salary & full complement
of benefits.
Mail resume and cover letter to NVESC,
atten: Artisan Medical, 11951 Freedom
Drive, 13th floor, Reston, Virginia 20190 or
email response to:
MChamberlain@artisanmedical.com

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

2010
EXPANSION

Great Pay!

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Wilmah A. L. Dando

(Age 83)

Educator

A longtime resident of Alexandria, on January 25, 2010 died of 
complications from COPD. A public school teacher for 37 
years, Wilmah taught at all grade levels from K-12, including 
private tutoring. She was born and raised in Pavilion, NY. In 
1926 she married Thomas O. Dando and together they raised 
two children. She loved theater and dance and volunteered at 
the St. Clement Thrift Shop. Wilmah spent her retirement 
years traveling and enjoying the company of her husband, 
Thomas, and her children and grandchildren. The Dandos 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary last August. Wilmah 
is survived by her beloved husband, Thomas, and numerous 
family members. A funeral service will be held at the Church of 
St. Clement, 1701 N. Quaker Lane Alexandria, VA 22302 on 
February 6 at 3:00. In lieu of flowers, Wilmah requested dona-
tions to the Church of St. Clement Outreach Fund, Capital 
Hospice, or the American Lung Association.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

115 Childcare Wanted

Housekeeper/Babysitter
wanted. 20hrs/wk+. Must 

speak English, drive, have car. 
703-827-7447

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 
pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 

1-877-205-2780

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Nothing is too small to know, and
nothing too big to attempt.

-William Van Horne
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Planting •Mulching •Patios

•Decks •Driveways •Concrete

•Retaining Walls

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

HAULING

HAULING

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

I believe the
future is only 

the past again,
entered through

another gate.
-Arthur Wing

Pinero

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

My wife, Dina, and I found out the other
day that a friend in our social circle was
recently diagnosed with lung cancer. It’s the
first friend/acquaintance of ours so diagnosed
since I was similarly informed last February.
Naturally I was sorry to hear of another per-
son joining this less-than-exclusive cancer
club. However, since I knew this new mem-
ber, its effect on me was more personal. I
called her the next day to offer any insights,
answer any questions, share a few anec-
dotes, some of which hopefully she might
find helpful. And in so doing, I felt another
sensation, the sensation of not being alone,
vis-a-vis the whole honor/camaraderie-
amongst-cancer-patients thing.

Initially, upon hearing this friend’s news
(after she had called and confided in Dina), I
again felt the all-too-familiar fear, shock and
anxiety I had felt a year earlier when I was
told my biopsy confirmed a malignant
growth in my lung. And so I could certainly
appreciate, although I hadn’t yet talked to
this friend and learned of the particular set of
cancer-related circumstances (X-Ray, scans,
biopsy), which lead to this diagnosis, to learn
what she had been going through and for
how long (it’s not exactly share and tell in
the beginning, or in the middle or the end,
either).

Respecting her privacy and understanding
full well the whole private/public, want to
talk/need to talk/don’t want to talk/don’t
need to talk cycle, I decided nonetheless to
call the next day (not that previous evening
when the initial call to my wife had been
made). Our friend was very receptive to my
call and eager even (can’t really say happy)
to discuss her health-related deficiencies of
late which ultimately lead to her cancer
diagnosis.

Similar in some respects to my experience
and different in others, still it was comforting
(to me) in some ways to not be the one pro-
viding the details and discussing medical
matters of such severity and sensitivity. I felt
as if in making the call I was providing a pub-
lic service, almost, to someone in need. And
in feeling good I began to feel selfish about
feeling good. What was wrong with me?
Here I am talking to a friend who is sharing
intimate – and very personal – details, and
life-changing details at that, that very few
others in our group have been privi-
leged/entrusted to hear about her tumors,
life expectancy, inoperability and so forth,
and I’m feeling a kind of serenity and
strength, rather than sympathy and sorrow.
How, why, do I feel anything other than sad-
ness, especially considering all that I know
that lies ahead, for this friend?

I think the explanation has to do with her
future now being a part of my present/future,
sort of. It’s another connection I have in the
cancer world. And from what I’ve read, what
I’ve felt, what I’ve been encouraged and
reminded to pursue during this whole cancer
thing is, to find and maintain, connections.
And having another member in the club
(some club!), a member who so far exhibits
all the attributes of a positive force for
good/overcoming evil, I feel empowered,
emboldened even by her membership. Not
that either one of us is particularly interested
in fighting this fight. Nevertheless, her atti-
tude and willingness to do so, and her desire
to take on all comers in the process, makes
me feel stronger, more capable, more deter-
mined than ever to win this war.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Strength
in Numbers
By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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A&E Collective, P.C. 703-757-0107
Ackerman & Assoc. 703-759-4707
Acustream 703-345-4012
Adeler Jewelers 703-759-4076
AdGen Telecom 703-757-6757
Arc Partners. Inc. 703-880-4873
Bowwave Partners LLC 703-759-0084
Capitol Realty Services 703-759-4900
Cathy’s Corner 703-759-4975
Charles G. Preston, P.C. 703-759-3300
Deli Italiano 703-759-6782
Dominion First, Inc. 571-278-0772
Dr. C. Ayers 703-757-6445
Dr. M Tamulevich 703-757-6445
Executive Suites at Great Falls 703-865-2500
Expressions with Intent 703-757-4600
Falls Hardware 703-438-1700
Falls Salon, The 703-759-4758
First Line Financial, Inc. 703-757-7393
Fresh Catch Seafood Market 703-759-4950
Georgetown Learning Centers 703-759-3624
Grandmother’s Back Room 703-759-2680
Helms Briscoe 703-759-1160
Jinny Beyer Studio 703-759-0250
Katie’s Coffee House 703-759-2759
King Creole Catering 703-759-7306
Kloman*Mcdonald Const. 703-759-7662
Knowlera Media 703-757-5444
Loebig Chiropractic 703-757-5817
Maison Du Vin 703-759-9880
Nextel 443-904-9305
New Paradigm Capital Mgmt. 703-757-4802
Old Brogue 703-759-3309
Muir Patent Consulting 703-757-7880
Peking Delight 703-759-5040
Preston Financial Services 703-759-9075
RE 21 Realty 703-759-3300
Roundhouse Design Consult 703-582-9403
Robert Mobley, AIA Architect 703-759-1927
School of Theatrical Dance 703-759-5652
Technique Dental Ceramics, Inc. 703-757-3838
Teel Construction 703-759-4754
Tricks of the Trade 703-759-4565
Troon, LLC 703-675-2823
True Ventures / John Burke
U.S. Appraisal, LLC 703-759-9100
Village Centre Mgmt Office 703-759-2485
Wachovia Bank 703-757-1040

Proud Host of:
“Children’s Spring Festival” • “Tree Lighting Ceremony”

“4th of July Parade” • “Concerts on the Green”
“Taste of Great Falls” • “Halloween Spooktacular”

www.gfvcca.com

Great Falls
Village Centre

Great Falls
Village Centre

The Great Falls Village Centre
776 Walker Road • Great Falls, VA
703-759-2485 • gfvcca@aol.com

Celtic Winter Concerts at The Old Brogue
The concerts will take place on six consecutive Sundays,
from Feb. 7 to March 14, with three sittings for each con-
cert: 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 p.m., at The Old Brogue Irish
Pub, 760-C Walker Road, Great Falls. Season tickets may
be purchased for $78 for all six concerts.
Individual concerts are $15 each. Call 703-759-3309.

Shop Great Falls

By Donna Manz

The Connection

1
st Stage of Tysons Corner kicks off its
February production with a Helen
Hayes honor and a charitable contri
bution. “By the Bog of Cats” opens on

Friday, Feb. 5, and 1st Stage will donate 20
percent of ticket sales to the American Red
Cross Haitian relief efforts during the open-
ing weekend, Feb. 5–7.

“We’ve gotten a lot from the community.
You have to give back as well,” said Artistic
Director Mark Krikstan.

Krikstan called “By the Bog of Cats” the
best script he had read in years. “As soon as
I read it, I was so moved by this play, the
dialogue, I knew we had to produce it.”

Based loosely on Euripides’ Medea, “By
the Bog of Cats” mixes human tragedy and
comedy, misfits, witches and ghosts in a
rural Ireland setting. The production fea-
tures a cast of 12, including a professional
10-year-old actress from Ashburn.

When Krikstan retired from a career
teaching drama at George C. Marshall High
School, he looked at the homegrown talent
leaving the area and decided to create an
institution that would beckon local profes-
sional actors home. It worked.

Many of the cast and crew are former stu-
dents of Krikstan’s while he taught at
George C. Marshall High School. They went
away to college or to drama school in New
York City but returned to the Vienna area
to help build 1st Stage into a top-quality
professional theatre.

Peter Van Valkenburgh of Vienna gradu-
ated from Marshall in 2003, studied acting
in New York and came back to Vienna two
years ago expressly to work with Krikstan
and help develop 1st Stage. For “By the Bog
of Cats,” Van Valkenburgh is doing computer
graphics to simulate background scenery.

Ryan Tumulty graduated from Marshall
in 2005 and from the University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill last spring. He moved
to New York, hoping to crack the theater
industry there. After a few months, he de-
cided it wasn’t the right place at the right
time for him. He came home and 1st Stage
was there for him.

“1st Stage is the embodiment of the im-
portance of maintaining an appreciation of
the arts and a sense of community,” Tumulty
said. “It’s home, a place I belong, a place
where anyone who wishes to can belong.
Theater is for everyone.”

THE HELEN HAYES AWARDS an-
nounced on Jan. 25 that 1st Stage would
be honored with the John Aniello Award

for Outstanding Emerging Theatre Com-
pany in the Washington, D.C. metropolitan
area.

“It’s interesting that the much older ar-
tistic community in Washington, D.C., is
recognizing a brand new suburban group
as part of the metropolitan theatre commu-
nity,” said Van Valkenburgh of the Helen
Hayes award. “It’s nice that high art can
spread to the suburbs.”

While it has been a slow climb in this eco-
nomic climate, 1st Stage has gathered great
support from the community, Krikstan said.
Only in its second season, 1st Stage has
gotten the attention of theatre critics, the-
ater aficionados and local residents look-
ing for live theater.

“When Tysons Corner is redeveloped,
when it becomes the arts and entertainment
center of Fairfax County, we will already
have been here, established, the first Fairfax
County theatre company to put on profes-
sional plays with paid cast and crew,” said
Krikstan.

REMAINING SHOWS on the 2009-10
schedule for 1st Stage are “Humble Boy,” a
musical “The Last Five Years” and “Subur-
ban Motel” closing the season in June.

News

1st Stage Kicks Off
Fourth Production
‘By the Bog of Cats’
opens Feb. 5 in
Tysons Corner.

Photo courtesy 1st Stage

Kelly Slagle and Ryan Tumulty, a
George C. Marshall High School
graduate and Vienna resident, in a
scene from 1st Stage’s fourth
production of the season.

1st Stage Theatre
1st Stage Theatre is located at 1524

Spring Hill Road, Suite LL, McLean, in an
industrial center near Leesburg Pike.   Phone
703-854-1856 for information on tickets and
volunteering.

Performances are Fridays at 8 p.m. Satur-
days at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2
p.m. and 7 p.m. The production runs
through Feb. 28. Tickets are $25. Student
tickets are $15. Tickets are available online
at www.1stStageTysons.org/ or as walk-in
patrons.
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Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-9190 Office
703-444-1991 Home

www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Great Falls $2,950,000
10 acres overlooking the Potomac River

DanJanJan Dan

Lynn Kemmerer
Buyer Agent

Anne Morrow
Buyer Agent

Great Falls $750,000
2 wooded acres in Beach Mill Estates

Great Falls $999,000
2 acres walking distance to River Bend Park

Great Falls $1,499,000
5 acres with views of the Potomac River

McLean $1,050,000
2 acres in a prime close-in neighborhood

McLean $17,500,000
11 sub-dividable acres in downtown McLean


